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Texas Council of Teachers of English Language Arts
General Session
Friday, January 21, 2011


Meeting Began 1:04

Opening Remarks – Carol Revelle
· Thanked luncheon speakers
· Acknowledged NCTE Affiliate Award and Texas Voices award
· Social Networking venues announced – all communication initiatives streamlined through Connected Communities
· Exceeded attendance goals
· Theme of city that understands transformation

Alicia Pahill – filling in for Galveston Mayor, Joe Jaworski – 
· welcomed the membership and cited the importance of supporting he city of Galveston through this conference. Progress in restoring the city since Hurricane Ike has noted, yet it was also noted that Galveston has a far way to go to fully recover. This conference presence is significant to post-Hurricane Ike.

Community Outreach Project
· Kathleen Lundy – from pediatrics hospital in Galveston talked about post hurricane activities. She expressed her gratitude for the books to bedside program that benefits the children in the pediatric units of the hospital.
· Becky Snyder acknowledged the Books to Bedside Program

Announcements
· Door prizes bingo card – over 90 door prizes
· Membership celebration sponsored by Holt McDougal in Moody 1
· Poetry Reading – Saturday, 5:30, with Drs. Ferrall and Patterson
· Committee Meetings to take place in Terrace, following the general session
· Recognized all the committees – asked them to send representatives to the meeting.
· Ad Hoc committee – reviewers are needed
· English in Texas – editors session, student writing, & reviewers
· Kindle Give Away  for participation in Connected Communitee 
· iPad incentive – 5 or more teachers from school to register, - give away on Sunday, must be present to win
Teacher of the year Awards
· Joan Curtis recognized award winners including:
· Carol Brochin Ceballos, El Paso, (not present) – University college level 
· Jennifer Isgitt, Keller ISD – High School Level
· Susan Turner, Carrollton Farmers Branch ISD – Middle School Level
· Brandy Murphy
· Jessica Lopez – Pre-recorded Skype from France – President’s Research Grant 
· Dr. Shiring, University of Texas at Austin – Edmund J. Farrell Lifetime Achievement Award
· Dr. Farrell was recognized in the audience

Officer Nominations
· Joan Curtis presented the nominees.
· President elect – Katrina Gonzales
· Vice-President elect for Membership and Affiliates – Laura Slay, tim Martindale, Jennifer Lilly
· Recording Secretary – Julie Schwears, Emil Faulk
· Nominees presented themselves.
· Membership voted and ballots were collected.


Keynote Speaker
Emily Faulk presented Jeff Wilhelm, key note speaker

Meeting ended at 1:56


2011 ANNUAL BOARD REPORTS

President Martha Medlock 

· Corresponded with TCTELA members and Board members as needed
· Signed hotel contract for 2013 hotel site
· Wrote articles for Texas Voices 
· Attended NCTE conference in Chicago, Illinois and fulfilled duties of Middle Level Steering Committee and TCTELA officer
· Went to Corpus Christi to visit possible hotel sight for 2014 conference August 5-7
· Approved new TCTELA logo and new website design 
· Initiated email blast schedule to TCTELA members
· Recruited Emily Faulk and Jennifer Lilly as new Texas Voices editors
· Attended Advocacy Day at the Capital during legislative session 

President-elect Katrina Gonzales

· Attended all TCTELA board meetings throughout the year
· Attended TCTELA conference in Galveston
· Read through all workshop, keynote, and concurrent session evaluations and facilitator notes from 2011 TCTELA conference
· Collected important comments and data from the workshop, keynote, and concurrent session evaluations and facilitator notes and compiled it for TCTELA Board
· Wrote articles for Texas Voices publication
· Wrote an article for English in Texas journal
· Continued establishment of Concho Valley Teachers of English affiliate
· Encouraged participation in NCTE/TCTELA at workshops I attended at ESCXV during summer
· Participated in the National Day on Writing in October of 2011
· Participated in an NCTE Task Force with four other educators and Millie Davis at NCTE regarding the National Day on Writing 2011 and the National Gallery of Writing
· Attended NCTE in Chicago, IL in November of 2011
· Attended affiliate workshops and meetings at the convention
· Attended and voted in the NCTE Business Meeting 
· Convened a group of educators to select concurrent session presenters at the 2012 TCTELA conference
· Attended presentation, “Leading and Serving on an Effective Board” with Amy Blakely in Austin
· Helped plan 2012 TCTELA conference:
· Presenters’ schedule arrangement
· Numerous communications with other board members regarding various aspects of the conference
· Created schedules for general sessions for board members
· Invited pre-service teachers to volunteer time at conference 
· Created a vision for 2013 TCTELA conference:
· Theme:  To Walk in My Shoes
· Worked with graphic designer on logo and design for conference
· Talked with several presenters at NCTE in Chicago about presenting

Past President Carol L. Revelle, Ph.D. 
· Attended Board Meetings
· Wrote an article for the winter issue of English in Texas with Katrina Gonzales
· Wrote a book review and a lesson idea for Standing Committee on Adolescent Literacy for the summer issue of English in Texas
· Wrote book reviews and articles for four issues of Texas Voices 
· Collected nominations, formed a nomination committee, and informed the winners of the TCTELA awards
· Wrote, collected and facilitated the nomination of candidates for the open TCTELA board positions.
· Made conference plans for the TCTELA award winners, TCTELA board candidates, and for the Intellectual Freedom Award winner (Texas Civil Rights Project)
· Submitted conference program content for officer elections, TCTELA award winners, and Intellectual Freedom Award winner
· Wrote nominations, facilitated nominations and submitted nominations for NCTE awards (Journal Award – Honorable Mention, Newsletter Award – Honorable Mention, Intellectual Freedom Award – Texas Freedom Network Winner, Affiliate of Excellence – Didn’t qualify, Fund Teacher for the Dream Grant – Awarded, High School Teacher of Excellence - Awarded
· Interacted with Texas Civil Rights Project on statement for 5th Circuit Court case on banned books in Texas Prisons.
· Accepted an invitation to join the NCTE Standing Committee on Censorship
· Served on TCTELA Logo Committee
· Facilitated approval of the new Mercedes Bonner Leadership Award 
· Visited Omni hotel and toured Fort Worth as a potential 2013 convention site
· Attended NCTE
· Created a plan for new membership levels 

SLATE Representative/NCTE Liaison: Valerie Taylor
· Reviewed the NCTE website and NCTE Region 6 newsletters to gather material for “Texas Voices”;
· Updated the information on the Advocacy Page on the TCTELA Website;
· Written and sent to Newsletter Editor Michael Guevara newsletter articles for each issue of “Texas Voices”;
· Written an Advocacy Update for English in Texas
· Shared information about TCTELA with teachers in my school district and at the Central Texas Writing Project
· Represented TCTELA at the Spring and Fall CREST meetings
· Attended the NCTE Annual Conference in Chicago, including the Affiliate Breakfast, General Sessions and the Annual Business Meeting
· Helped with selecting award winners for the 2011-12 teacher awards
· Paid for three TCTELA memberships for teachers on my campus
· Recruited 14 teachers to attend the annual conference
· Planned and executed the first Annual Advocacy Day for TCTELA at the State Capital during April of 2011
· Attended the NCTE Advocacy Day in Washington, D.C.
· Selected a date for the second Annual Advocacy Day for TCTELA—February 22, 2012
· Worked with the Chair of the Legislative Action Committee, Sheila Richburg, to plan the second TCTELA Annual Advocacy Day
· Attended the January, April, September and December Board Meetings either in person or as part of a conference call

Vice President for Membership and Affiliates: Kay Shurtleff
1. Attended all face-to-face meetings and all online meetings of the 2011-2012 TCTELA Board
1. Wrote books reviews and articles for each edition of Texas Voices
1. Reviewed articles for English in Texas
1. Served as state coordinator for NCTE Program to Recognize Excellence in Student Literary Magazines
1. Distributed copies of English in Texas to teachers at Region 10 events and highlighted the importance of the professional community
1. Assisted Katrina Gonzalez with 2011 conference affiliate breakfast
1. Attended the conference in Galveston, all board meetings, membership celebration, and affiliate breakfast
1. Introduced Constance Weaver at the 2011 conference
1. Presented session on expository writing at the conference
1. Contacted members  in Mission about starting an affiliate in the Valley
1. Contacted member in Longview about starting an affiliate in East Texas
1. With VP-elect Tim Martindell sent letters to regional affiliates requesting copies of constitution and bylaws to use in helping new affiliates
1. Advertised NCTELA Conference via Region 10 workshops and listserv
1. Represented TCTELA at MetroCREST meetings
1. Attended NTCTELA Conference
1. Spoke with two area TCTELA members about becoming involved in the leadership of NTCTELA
1. Spoke with NTCTELA members to submit articles to Voices and English in Texas
1. Advertised TCTELA membership benefits at Region 10 ELAR events
1. Attended NCTE Conference in Chicago and all affiliate leadership meetings
1. Assisted in planning 2012 TCTELA Conference
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English in Texas Editors: Leigh Van Horn, Kim Pinkerton, Carol Bedard
· The following report reflects activities reported to the Board in January, March, June, September, and November of 2011. 

· The Fall/Winter 2010-Volume 40.2, Literacy Then and Now, was mailed to TCTELA members and contributing authors the first week of January 2011.  The editors have received two emails from members that wanted to express their appreciation to the authors for writing such inspirational and informative articles.
· The Spring/Summer English in Texas issue is beginning to take shape.  Dr. Jim Cummins was invited to be the featured author. Dr. Lawrence Allen and Dr. Alma Allen were invited to share their thoughts on how Texas teachers can be meaningfully engaged in the exchange between politicians and educators for the legislative column. Four manuscripts have been submitted thus far.  Arden McLean, Chair of the TCTELA Standing Committee on Technology, has agreed to write the technology column.  The editors asked the board members to help solicit student work.    
· At the 2011 TCTELA conference the editors have arranged for a Call for Reviewers to go out.  
· Leigh Van Horn and Carol Bedard attended NCTE.  Carol Bedard attended the Affiliate Breakfast.  
· The editors prepared for their session, Speak Up! Teachers Voices Can Make a Difference.  The session will focus on publishing tips.  

· Spring/Summer English in Texas issue:

· Dr. Jim Cummins was invited to be the featured author. 
· Valerie Taylor, Chair of the SLATE Committee has been asked to write about her experiences associated with Legislative Day on the Hill, in Washington, D.C. for the legislative column.
· Arden McLean, Chair of the TCTELA Standing Committee on Technology, has agreed to write the technology column.  
· Six manuscripts have been submitted thus far. 
· Selected 2011 TCTELA conference presenters were sent a letter inviting them to submit a manuscript based on their presentation. Manuscripts will be peer-reviewed. At present, six individuals/groups have responded that they will submit Literacy coaches from across the state were sent an e-mail inviting their students to submit work for publication in English in Texas. 
· Future issues:
· Dr. Lawrence Allen and Dr. Alma Allen were invited to share their thoughts on how Texas teachers can be meaningfully engaged in the exchange between politicians and educators for the legislative column. This interview will be featured in a future issue. 
· Review Board for English in Texas
· At the 2011 TCTELA conference a call for reviewers was sent out. As a follow-up a letter was sent to the deans of Colleges of Education in Texas. Our goals for the review board were: to have equal representation from educators in public schools and universities, to provide each author with three peer reviews, and to create a reasonable work load for each reviewer on the review board. 
· We now have a Review Board comprised of twenty-two members, seventeen from universities and five from public schools. We sent them formal letters thanking them for agreeing to serve on the team and asking them to join TCTELA. Four additional individuals responded and agreed to have their names on reserve for service at a later time. 
· Spring/Summer English in Texas issue:
· Four of the TCTELA presenters/presenter groups who were sent letters requesting that they write a manuscript based upon their presentation will be published in the Spring/Summer issue.
· The manuscripts, columns, and letter from the editors have been sent to the formatter for processing. They will be returned on or before June 24th and will be reviewed by the editors and sent to the graphic designer for final revisions and on to the press on July 8th. The journal will be mailed to the TCTELA membership on August 1, 2011. 
· The editors re-wrote the guidelines for the submission of manuscripts to include information to authors about submitting an abstract along with their manuscript. This will be a requirement when the journal is featured on EBSCO.  
· Future issues:
· We have asked the authors of three of the manuscripts representing presentations at the January, 2011 TCTELA conference to allow us to hold their manuscripts for publication in the Fall/Winter 2011 issue.
· We plan to use Patrick Shannon’s keynote address from the January, TCTELA conference as the legislative column for the issue. Carol Revelle facilitated this opportunity for us. 
· We have invited Katherine Bomer to write the featured article for the Fall/Winter 2011 issue “Branching to Humanity”. We have asked her to write related to her presentation at the January, 2011 TCTELA conference. 
· One of the student writers who submitted pieces for the Spring/Summer 2011 issue has agreed to allow us to hold her pieces for publication in the Fall/Winter 2011 issue. We believe that her pieces are more closely tied to the theme of this issue. 
· Strategic Plan and Budget:
· The editors met via telephone with Amy Blakely on May 18, 2011 to finalize our strategic plan and develop our proposed budget for board approval at the June 11, 2011 TCTELA Board Meeting. Our plan and budget are essentially unchanged from that previously approved.
· Other: 
· The editors submitted a sample journal and documentation to apply for the NCTE Affiliate Journal Award.
· The TCTELA Board approved the proposal to work with EBSCO to present the journal in electronic format. Amy Blakely is currently working with EBSCO to convert the journal. The Fall/Winter 2012 issue will be the first to be featured on EBSCO. 
· Review Board for English in Texas
· At the 2011 TCTELA conference a call for reviewers was sent out. As a follow-up a letter was sent to the deans of Colleges of Education in Texas. Our goals for the review board were: to have equal representation from educators in public schools and universities, to provide each author with three peer reviews, and to create a reasonable work load for each reviewer on the review board. 
· We now have a Review Board comprised of twenty-nine members, twenty-two from universities and seven from public schools and regional service centers. This enables us to send each manuscript out for review to three reviewers which, in turn, gives potential authors well-rounded feedback. 
· Fall/Winter English in Texas issue:
· Katherine Bomer has completed her feature article. 
· Patrick Shannon has agreed that his keynote address from the January TCTELA conference may be published as the Legislative Column.
· We have invited five of the upcoming presenters for the January, 2012 conference in San Antonio to write pieces for the Fall/Winter issue.
· The manuscripts received on September 1, have been sent out to peer reviewers.
· Each manuscript was sent to three reviewers.
· The editors extended the deadline for student submissions to September 19, 2011. 
· Other:
· Charles Fuhrken has agreed to be the copy-editor for the journal.
· The editors submitted a proposed schedule for the Fall/Winter issue which has been approved by all concerned.
· English in Texas received an “honorable mention” from the National Council of 
· Teachers of English for the Affiliate Journal Award. We will address all comments and re-submit for the award in the Spring of 2012. 
· Fall/Winter English in Texas issue:
· On October 10 authors returned revised manuscripts to editors. Editors sent manuscripts to the copy-editor.
· On October 24 the copy-editor returned revised manuscripts to the editors; editors sent manuscripts to the authors and worked with authors to prepare manuscripts for graphic designer.
· On November 7 authors returned revised manuscripts to editors; editors sent manuscripts to graphic designer.
· The Letter from the Editors was prepared, copy-edited, and sent to graphic design. 
· On December 5 we will receive the journal from the graphic designer. We have a one-week turnaround for the authors, copy-editor, and editors to review it. 
· On December 12 the journal will be returned to the graphic designer for final revisions and then on to the printer. 
· English in Texas will be mailed to TCTELA membership and contributing authors on December 19th. 
· Other:
· Carol Bedard and Leigh Van Horn attended the NCTE Conference. Both made presentations. Carol attended the Affiliate Breakfast, Leigh met with the Board to choose the awardees for the January conference, both attended the TCTELA dinner.
· Leigh Van Horn wrote articles for Texas Voices about sessions she attended at NCTE. 
· The editors will be presenting with Katrina Gonzales at the conference in January.  Our topic will be how to create a conference proposal for TCTELA and then, how to turn presentations, action research, or classroom teaching/learning experiences into manuscripts for English in Texas.
· We intend to include articles written by presenters at the January conference in the Spring/Summer 2012 issue of English in Texas. 

Electronic Communications’ Manager Krista Eaton 

· Provided electronic updates to membership on quarterly publications like Texas Voices and English in Texas
· Researched and implemented a more user friendly TCTELA website 
· Notified TCTELA members and Board via e-mail and website updates of Conference dates and programs, Professional Development Opportunities, and Membership Action Requests, as determined by the Board
· Maintained weekly updates to TCTELA website and social media groups (Facebook, Twitter)
· Updated conference presented information to website for easy membership access
· Wrote articles for Texas Voices 
· Created correspondence to assist TCTELA membership with on-line conference registrations and involvement in TCTELA committees
· Established educational resource links for membership access
· Attended all quarterly Board meetings 
· Posted all Annual Board reports to website for membership viewing 
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